
Se con , Judicial District 
I 

uperior C µrt Continuance Policy 
Effectiv 1 December 1, 2022 

I 
I 

RULE ~: MO IONS FOR pNTINUANCE - CIVIL(~C,~~ES3 : 
1.1 iate Court O :ficial ~-~- -·. =: 

I 1: , - c, ., r1 
! ljc__,,jJ ~: ~ 

he opening o : court for the session il;i which Cfhei.,~se 
p (') f''-'l 

ared, all app ications for continuanc·es shallJ-be made 
nior Residen I Superior Court Judge,ior ~is/trer 

dfsigne . Following t : e opening of court for fhe 'sessw,n in 
which t e case is cale: dared, and application for continuance 
shall b made to the '.residing judge of the court in which the 
case is alendared. I · 

1.2 Form o Motion 1 
. I 

All appl cations for co: tinuance shall be by written notice 
niade o state form A: C-CV-221, or by written request to the 
S~nior esident Supe: ior Court Judge. 

I 
I 

1.3 Notific tion of Oppo'. ing Counsel/Unrepresented Parties 
i 
I 

f the complet: d form AOC-CV-221, or written request, 
must b distributed t; all counsel of record and/ or 
u;nrepr sented partie ; prior to presentation of the motion to 
the app opriate judic · '. official. Distribution of the motion 
may be y email, U. S I mail, facsimile transmission, hand 
deliver or distributi :n by means of attorney distribution 

I 

boxes aintained in e courthouse facility. 

Opposi g counsel an / or unrepresented parties shall have a 
period f three (3) wo king days following completion of 
d~strib tion to comm nicate, by any means, objections to the 
motion or continuan e to the moving party and the office of 

1 



1.5 

tqe Sen or Resident S perior Court Judge or the office of 
h~s/her designee. Ob Jections not raised within this time 

Period e deemed w :ved. 
, I 

Is for Continuance 

ce requests are presumptively disfavored. However, 
pelling reas 

I
n for continuance are presented which 

feet the fund ! ental fairness of the trial process or 
ontinuance c iearly is in the interest of justice, a 

cdntinu ce may be g ~ anted in the exercise of judicial 

when c 

w9uld 

di~creti n to further t I e best interest of the fair administration 
of!justic 

deny a 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

n to other fa: tors, the appropriate judicial official 
sider the foll :wing when deciding whether to grant or 
otion for con !inuance: 

I 
i 

he age of the 
1

case; and 
he status of , e trial calendar for the week; and 

I 

he order in ich the case appears on the trial 
alendar, incl 

I 
ding whether the case is peremptorily 

I 

cheduled; an: 
he number o: previous continuances; and 
he extent to ~ hich counsel had input into the 
cheduling of :he trial date; and 
he due dilige : ce of counsel in promptly filing a 
otion for co '. inuance as soon as practicable; and 
hether the r 1ason for continuance is a short-lived 

I 

vent which c 1uld resolve prior to the scheduled trial 
I 

ate; and j 

he length of ' e continuance requested, if applicable; 
I 

d l 
he position o i the opposing counsel; and 
hether the p ~ ties themselves consent to the 

I 

ontinuance; ' d 

2 



• resent or fut re inconvenience or unavailability of 
I 

itnesses/par ;ies; and 
• ny other mat: er that promotes the ends of justice. 

I 
hall not be c ! nsidered valid bases for allowing a 

continuance · elude first ti~ e scheduling of the case for trial, 
potenti~ con icting schedu'ing of other trials in other courts and 

. I 
whether cou el of record :as received payment. 

I 
When aJ case set preempt iorally for trial, either at the request of 
the parties or upon the cou Its own motion, a continuance motion 
should hot be allowed, unle: sup on grounds of some compelling 
urgent :µeces ·ty or extremeihardship arising subsequently to the 

i I 

time at :Which the trial date ; as fixed. Only the senior resident 
Superior Cou tjudge may c 1 ntinue a preempt orally set case. 

1.6 Case .Re cheduling 

Prior to 
ju1icial 
Superio 
resched 
from all 

RULE~: M 

ranting a mo on for continuance, the appropriate 
fficial shall r 

I 
er the case to the Senior Resident 

Court judge ;r his or her designee, who will 
le the trial of : he case after receiving scheduling input 
ouncil. I 

I 
i 

IONS FOR :ONTINUANCE-CRIMINAL CASES 
l 

i 
2.1 Appropr ate Court Of,1cial 

Prior to e opening of ;court for the session in which the case 
ed, all appli; ations for continuance shall be made 

to the se ior resident : uperior Court judge or to any presiding 
judge of he court in w 

I 

ich the case is calendared. Following 
thct ope ng of court fo, the session in which the cases 

I 

calendar d comma an : application for continuance shall be 
l 

ma.de to he presiding :udge of the court in which the case is 
calendar d. I 

3 



2.2 Farm o Motion 
I 

AH app cations for co tinuance shall be written motion made 
on state form AOC-CR-4 lOl 

I 
2.3 N9tific ion of Oppo 

1
ing Counsel/Unrepresented Parties 

. I 
A ropy the complet p. form AOC-CR-410 must be 
distribu ed to all coun: el of record and/ or unrepresented 
[pkties rior to prese 1tation of the motion to the appropriate 
juµici.al fficial. Distri !ution of the motion may be by email, 
U.S. m , facsimile tr I smission, hand delivery or distribution 
boxes m ·ntained int ;e courthouse facility 
If the m tion is filed b : defense counsel, the motion must be 
pr~sent to the Distr·; t Attorney prior to presentation to the 

I 

ap;propr te judicial of ~cial. 
i 

2.4 ns to Motio I for Continuance 

If the Di trict Attorney consents to the continuance and ush 
coµsent s indicated b I signature of the District Attorney on 
thy cont uance form, ~he continuance may be allowed. If no 
Di~trict ttorney's sig iature appears on the continuance form, 
the Dist · ct Attorney's : pposition to the motion is presumed. 

2.5 Evialuat 
' 

n of Motion i for Continuance 
I 
j 

When co pelling reas ;ns for continuance are presented which 
wQuld ect the fund ; ental fairness of the trial process or 
win a co tinuance cle ! ly is in the interest of justice, a 
continu ce may be g bted in the exercise of judicial 
discretio to further t 1e best interest of the fair administration 

l of justic . I 
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In addit 
shall co 
mbtion 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

n to other fa: tors, the appropriate judicial official 
sider the foll lwing when deciding to grant or deny a 
r continuanci: 

he age of the ~ase; and 
he pretrial d tention status of the defendant; and 

I 
he status of t e trial calendar for the week; and 

I 
he order in w ich the case is designated for trial, 
eluding whe !her the case has a priority designation; 
d i 

he number o ! previous continuances; and 
he number [ times the cases have been designated 
r trial and n ;t reached; and 
he extent to : hich counsel had input into the 
cheduling of l e trial date; and 
he due dilige ! ce of counsel in promptly filing a 

I 

otion for con· inuance as soon as practicable; and 
I 

hether the r iason for continuance is a short-lived 
vent which c pld resolve prior to the scheduled trial 
ate; and I 

I 

he length oft, e continuance requested, if applicable; 
d ! 

I 
he position o j the opposing counsel; and 
hether the !otion has been considered by another 
dge or the S :nior Resident on the same grounds; 
d i 

' 
hether the p I ties themselves consent to the 

ontinuance; ! d 
I 

resent or fut 1re inconvenience or unavailability of 
I 

itnesses/par :ies; and 
ny other mat !er that promotes the ends of justice . 

I 
I 

Reasons that shall no I be considered valid basis for allowing a 
continu ce motion i plude first time scheduling of the case 

' 
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for trial 
c6urts 

' 
2.6 Genera 
Court~ 

When 
courts, 
Courts, 

' 

I 
potential co !flicting scheduling of other trials in other 

I 

d whether c i unsel of record has received payment. 
' 
I 

Rules of Pra; tice for the Superior and District 
I 

pplemental t ~ the Rules of Civil Procedure) 
i 
I 

hall comply :ith Rule 3 of the General Rules of 
for the Super:or and District Courts. 

I 

I 
attorney ha I conflicting engagements in different 

riority shall ;e as follows: Appellate Courts, Superior 
istrict Court; , Magistrate's Court. 

I 
al sessions, ;ases in which the defendant is in jail 
e absolute p :·ority. 

I 
I 

This pol cy is hereby bopted this the o)8+~ay of L:b\o'o.:(, 2022 
to be effectiv December 1, ! 022. 

~~A-~ ( J 
ior Resi en upenor Court Judge 
and Judicial District 

6 


